
It’s that time of year. We’re all frantically searching for that perfect gift for someone who has everything or desires 
nothing. In case you’re stumped, we asked a selection of local tastemakers, trendsetters, and savvy Las Vegans 
what they dream of finding under their Christmas tree or Hanukkah bush this holiday season. Perhaps something 

on this list will spark an idea for your special someone whom it is impossible to find a gift.
By the way…spouses, significant others, and friends of these fifteen may want to read this article very carefully 

to make sure those dreams come true. Cheers!

D r e a m i n g  o f  G l a m o u r ,  A d v e n t u r e ,  a n d  G o o d w i l l  t o  M a n k i n d
by cindi r. maciolek

Krista Darnold
Yearning for Yurman

Krista Darnold appreciates quality 
more than designer labels. However, she 
does have a fondness for David Yurman 
jewelry right now. “I’m partial to David’s 
pieces, particularly cuff bracelets and 
cocktail rings. A special piece of jewelry 
from my husband would be greatly 
appreciated.”

As director of corporate partnerships 
for The Smith Center for the Performing 
Arts, there’s a big grand opening event 
coming in just a few months, and a holiday 
gift of fashion for that extraordinary night 
would definitely be a plus.

“I’m hoping for something special 
to wear at the upcoming opening 
celebration next spring. Besides, what 
woman doesn’t love a pair of fabulous 
shoes and a handbag? We can never 
have enough of either!”

David Yurman Jewelry, $800+
Gown, shoes and handbag, $2,000+

Lana Fuchs
Her very own Disco Inferno

Local fashion designer and 
businesswoman Lana Fuchs 
reaches for the stars and doesn’t 
let anything stand in her way. 
As her Billionaire Mafia clothing 
line continues to grow, Fuchs is 
always on the alert for new and 
wonderful ways to expand the 
empire. Her holiday dream gift 
is quite simply as over the top 
as she.

“I would love my own 
nightclub in Las Vegas, called 
Billionaire Mafia Club, that 
looks like the Roberto Cavalli 
club in Dubai.”

The $30 million multi-level 
club, lounge and restaurant would provide just the right mix of sophistication 
and opulence, from extensive use of Swarovski crystal to white fur.

“It’s on my wish list, but I probably won’t get it this year!”

Billionaire Mafia Club, $30 million
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Amy Heart
Cinderella’s Dream

Cinderella may have left behind her glass slipper, but if Amy Heart, radio host and 
entrepreneur, gets her wish, a handcrafted pair of House of Borgezie shoes will find their 
way into her closet. Heart loves fantastic shoes, and this particular pair would be the pièce 
de résistance. 

Encrusted with 2,200 hand-set, brilliant-cut diamonds weighing 30 carats in total, the 
shoes are handcrafted from solid gold or platinum and start at $160,000.

“These gorgeous shoes are Cinderella’s dream. Every woman should feel like a princess. 
I can only imagine how beautiful these shoes would look and feel especially if your prince 
charming put them on your adorable feet. So divine!”

Tom Kaplan
Fresh Air and Adventure

Kaplan loves the outdoors. Whenever he can step away from his day job as senior 
managing partner for Wolfgang Puck Fine Dining Group, Kaplan is hiking, biking, and 
breathing the fresh air. Recently, he married the love of his life, Liz, who just happens to 
share the same interests.

His dream holiday treat? A trek up Mt. Kilimanjaro with a wildlife safari. The adventure 
follows the scenic Machame/Western Breach route to the summit, and includes an 
extraordinary wildlife safari in Tanzania.

House of Borgezie shoes, $160,000+

Mt. Kilimanjaro/Safari Excursion, $12,000+

Dawn Gibbons
The Beauty of the Earth

Dawn Gibbons, director of community and public relations at KSNV, is drooling over the Earth. Well, not 
just any plot of earth. She covets an anniversary book by world renowned landscape photographer Peter Lik, 
called the “Big Book”

The compilation is more than 500 pages and includes images from Lik’s collections of the last 25 years as 
well as images of him on location throughout the world. Each book is personally autographed by Lik.

“This book tells a story of the world without written words. It is 580 pages of extraordinary landscapes 
capturing the natural beauty of the earth. This is a perfect gift for Las Vegas fashionistas who appreciate Peter’s 
tasteful and breathtaking art. Please, oh please, be under my Christmas tree!”

Jillian Kester
Mixing Business with Pleasure

Love is on Kester’s mind this holiday season. Love of husband. Love of dogs. Love of business. 
As co-founder of The Good Dog Food Company, and The Dog House boutique located at Tivoli 

Village and Town Square (which opens December 1, Kester found the love of her life in her business 
partner, Ian. Unfortunately, “our business prohibited us from having a proper honeymoon when we 
got married. My ideal holiday gift this year would be a Napa Valley honeymoon with a romantic 
dinner at The French Laundry. And, of course, a very successful holiday season at the stores!” 

The Big Book by Peter Lik, $2,000

Napa Valley Honeymoon, $2,000+
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Sasha Larkin
The Zen of Luxury

Life is hectic enough, but when you’re a police sergeant by day and a mom and 
yoga instructor by night, you might just need a reminder to breathe deeply and relax.

Larkin found this luxurious OM necklace on www.etsy.com. Not only is it 
handcrafted with love, it’s a constant reminder to slow down and smell the roses.

“Om, pronounced A-U-M, is the eternal vibration heard and felt in the world 
and beyond.

It is the primordial sound of all sounds, and the symbol brings awareness inward 
and reminds the individual to connect inward to that place where only love and truth 
exist, the truest part of self, the light of soul.” Namaste.

Diamonds Diamonds Om Necklace, 
$1,400

Al Mancini
Oil Tycoon

Al Mancini, co-author of “Eating Las Vegas: The 50 Essential Restaurants,” is 
hoping for something for his kitchen this holiday season. At the top of his list are 
gourmet versions of two simple sounding products: balsamic vinegar and olive oil.

The traditional type of balsamic Mancini craves, Aceto Balsamico Tradizionale, 
can only legally be produced in Italy’s Modena or Reggio Emilia regions and must 
be aged in a wooden cask for at least 12 years. “Since I’ve been particularly nice 
this year, I’m hoping Santa will bring me the so-called ‘king of balsamic vinegars’: 
Mussini’s 100-Year-Old Il Grande Vecchio.”

When it comes to olive oils, Mancini is partial to Manni products, which come 
from olives organically grown in Tuscany. Armando Manni’s son Lorenzo inspired 
his more mild Per Mio Figlio (For My Child) oil, while his Per Mio (For Me) brand is 
a more grown-up mixture.

Manni Extra Virgin Olive Oils, $80 
Mussini 100-year-old Il Grande Vecchio 
Balsamic Vinegar, $385 

(Editor’s Note: But what Mr. Mancini would like 
most of all is for everyone to purchase his latest 
book. It makes a great stocking stuffer, details at 
www.huntingtonpress.com.)



Jessica Moore
Sharing the Goodness

Jessica Moore, news anchor at KSNV, is in the mood to share this holiday season. 
First up would be a day of pampering for herself and a few of her closest peeps at The 
Cosmopolitan’s Sahra Spa and Hammam. 

“I would love to rent out one of their private spa suites for a few girlfriends and myself 
for the day to get massages, mani/pedis, facials, body scrubs, the whole bit. Every time I 
go to Violet Hour to get my hair done, I ask Andeen, my stylist, to stop me from drooling 
over the place.”

Moore’s goodwill reaches around the world as well. She’s in love with the FEED bags 
from the Feed Foundation. “The best thing about the bag is that every purchase provides 
school lunches for two children for an entire year.”

And, with the cold weather nipping at our heels, Moore would love, “anything 
cashmere!”

Steve Rypka
Dreaming of a Green Christmas

Local environmental champion Steve Rypka is always looking for ways to be kind to this Earth. His 
dream is that others will too. 

“I am really very happy and content. I’m not focused on “things” and I really have no needs. My 
dream, as you know, is green. That includes social and environmental equity, living on the planet as if we 
intend to stay, and honesty in all things we do. That’s all that really makes sense to me these days. All the 
rest is fairly insignificant compared to extinction.” 

A private suite at Sahra plus treatments for five, $2,500+
One FEED bag, $100

A Green Christmas, Priceless

John Morris
The Toys of James Bond

If you think racing a car around a track is a heart-pounding adrenaline rush, John Morris 
of Spring Mountain Motor Sports & Country Club has found something even more daring 
-- flying high above water in a Jeltlev R200. His dream is to combine his love of speed and 
flight by opening a Jetlev flight center on a private man-made lake at Spring Mountain next 
year. 

To discover for yourself why Morris loves it so much, a full-day Jetlev experience for 
$3,500 includes private instruction and a yacht party on the Jolly J for 20 of your closest 
friends. You’ll have to trek to Newport Beach for this adventure, but one day of donuts, figure 
eights, and hovers above the ocean will convince you it is possible to walk on water! It’s truly 
a unique water-powered recreation experience. 

Beth Schwartz
Sun, Sand & Sommeliers

Our own Luxury Las Vegas editor thinks a winter beach vacation would be the ideal 
Christmas gift. But she would combine it with her great love of food. So what could be better 
than Food & Wine magazine’s Cayman Cookout hosted by Le Bernardin’s Eric Ripert. 

“This Caribbean epicurean adventure takes place January 12-15 and will not only 
showcase Vegas food notables such as José Andrés and François Payard, but the legendary 
Ferran Adrià of El Bulli fame is also cooking. Between a Barefoot Beach BBQ, Sunset 
Cocktails & Ceviche, and a Bon Vivant Sunday Champagne Brunch Cook-Off, there’s no 
place I would rather be digging my toes in the sand.” 

Jetlev Southwest Adventure, $3,500

Cayman Cookout Master Chef package, 
$2350+
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Josh Strickland
Peace, Love, and a Little Bling

Hard-working Strip performer and "PEEPSHOW" star Josh Strickland’s dream 
gift list begins with thoughts of others.

“I would love for everyone to be at peace, and the world to get back on track 
financially.”

But, since those things are just a little bit out of his control, some personal treats 
are top of mind as well. “Selfishly I would love a Rolex with a little bling on it, or 
some more Louis Vuitton. Oh, and a vacation to Paris or Hawaii would be great.”

Kelly Travis
Looking Fashion Forward 

Luxury Las Vegas publisher Kelly Travis has always dreamt of going to the 
homeland of French fashion icon Coco Chanel to see the Ready-to-Wear Collections 
during Paris’ fashion week. Set for February 28-March 7, Travis would be most 
merry if she were able to attend all the official catwalks for the designers as well as 
take in after-parties and off-calendar events relating to the Fall/Winter 2012/2013 
Collections.

“I live for fashion and would love to have the opportunity to see the designs 
of Alice & Olivia, Roberto Cavalli, YSL, Michael Kors, and Diane von Furstenberg 
up close and sit in the front rows at fashion week to see and feel the energy of the 
runways.”

Kimberly Wagner
365 Days of Pretty Practical 

In addition to being a wife and mother, Kimberly Wagner co-hosts “Wake Up 
with the Wagners” with her husband, Dana. The show airs at 4:30 a.m., which 
means Wagner is up way too early!

“My alarm goes off at 2:50 in the morning. Right now, I do my own hair and 
makeup, but luxury to me would be having a team of stylists waiting for me at the 
office! I’d love to have someone do my hair and makeup Monday through Friday for 
an entire year. Doing it myself is by far the worst part of my daily anchoring gig.”

Rolex with some bling, $7,000+
Paris or Hawaii, $3,000+

2012 Paris Fashion Week, $4,000+

One year of daily hair and makeup, 
$12,500+
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Las Ventanas is an ABHOW-managed community.

Las Ventanas residents 
Jerry and Kay Harmon 

have been all around the 
world, hiked nearly every 

canyon and mountain 
they’ve encountered 
and continue to take 
their travels to new 

heights. Their approach 
to living life? Same 

as their approach to 
retirement living.


